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OL-11780-14 - Semi-Annual Renewal Status

Active

Registration Information

Registration number OL-11780-14

Type of registration Semi-Annual Renewal

Initial Filing Date 26-Jun-2020

Official filing date 16-Jul-2026

Designated Filer Information

Organization name Alberta College of Family Physicians

Designated filer name Melanie Hnatiuk

Position title President

Previous designated filer name Noel DaCunha (changed 26-Jun-2025)

Business Address:

Street or PO Box Suite 370, 10403 172 St

City Edmonton

Province / State Alberta

Postal / ZIP code T5S 1K9

Lobbyist Information

Current Lobbyist Information

Input the first and last names of each individual organization lobbyist who is or will be engaged in lobbying
activities on behalf of the organization. Inputting the title(s) of each individual organization lobbyist is
optional.

Name Title

Dinesh Witharana

Georgina Altman Executive Director

Melanie Hnatiuk President

Former Lobbyist Information

Input the first and last names of any individual who was listed as a current organization lobbyist in the
organization's most recent active registration preceding this current filing but who since has ceased to be
engaged in lobbying on behalf of the organization.
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Only if you are filing a Semi-Annual Renewal Return, then also update this section by deleting any names
that already were listed in this section in the organization's most recent active registration preceding the
Semi-Annual Renewal Return.

Name Title

Noel DaCunha Former Board Member (Past-President)

Former Public Office Holders

Has any organization lobbyist named in this registration become a “former public office holder” within the
previous two (2) years?

No

Lobbying MLAs, Executive Council and/or their Staff

Have any organization lobbyists named in this registration lobbied in the previous 6 months, or do any of
them expect to lobby in the next 6 months, any MLA or any individual on an MLA’s staff?

Yes

Have any organization lobbyists named in this registration lobbied in the previous 6 months, or do any of
them expect to lobby in the next 6 months, any member of the Executive Council (includes all Ministers, all
Associate Ministers and the Premier) or any individual on the staff of a member of the Executive Council?

Yes

Contract for Providing Paid Advice

Does any organization lobbyist named in this registration hold a contract for providing paid advice to a
Government department or a prescribed Provincial entity?

No

Does any person associated with an organization lobbyist named in this registration hold a contract for
providing paid advice to a Government department or a prescribed Provincial entity?

No

Organization Information

Organization Information

Does your organization have members?
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Yes

Provide a general description of the membership of the organization.

The ACFP is a professional voluntary organization, representing more than 6,000 family physicians, family
medicine residents, and medical students in Alberta.

As the provincial chapter of the College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC), the credentialing body
responsible for the specialty of family medicine, the ACFP supports certification of its members by providing
continuing professional development (CPD) and upholding the established standards for CPD delivery.

As the voice for family physicians in Alberta, the ACFP advocates on behalf of its members to advance excellence
of family practice, define and celebrate the role of family medicine and family practice as the foundation of Alberta's
health care system, and works to ensure Albertans can access high quality care from family physicians.

Input the first and last names of each current director of the organization (if any).

Dr. Melanie Hnatiuk

Dr. Megan Finlay

Dr. David Pinzon

Dr. Munib Ali

Dr. Simon Colgan

Dr. Dinesh Witharana

Dr. Smitha Yaltho

Dr. Lee Green

Dr. Dalia Abdellatif

Input the first and last names of each current officer of the organization (if any).

Dr. Dinesh Witharana

Dr. Melanie Hnatiuk

Dr. Munib Ali

Dr. Smitha Yaltho

Provide a description of the organization's business or activities.

As the voice of family physicians in Alberta, the ACFP promotes the principles of the profession including being
skilled, adaptive clinicians and resources to the community, delivering longitudinal and continuous care across the
age and disease spectrum, building trusting relationships, and providing care for all Albertans. The ACFP works
diligently to ensure both the public and government grow in the awareness of the value of family physicians, its
vision, and the concrete leadership it provides to support a strong primary care system, the foundation of Alberta's
health care system, and implement positive change.

Parent and Subsidiary Corporations
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If your organization is a corporation, does it have any subsidiary corporations that have a direct interest in
the outcome of the lobbying activities?

No

If your organization is a corporation, is it a subsidiary of any other corporation(s)?

Yes

Full name of parent corporation Business address

College of Family Physicians of Canada 2630 Skymark Avenue, Mississauga, ON  L4W 5A4

Funding of Lobbying Activities

Has any individual or organization contributed, during the individual’s or organization’s financial year that
preceded this filing, $1,000 or more towards the lobbying activities on behalf of the organization?

No

Government Funding

Has the organization received any funding from any government, government agency or prescribed
Provincial entity within the last 12 months?

No

Has the organization requested any funding from any government, government agency or prescribed
Provincial entity within the last 12 months?

No

Lobbying Activity - Previous 6 Months

Description of Lobbying Activities

Subject Matter Who is Being Lobbied? Subject Matter Details

Health Alberta Primary and

Preventative Health

Services

Alberta Legislative

Assembly

Alberta Assisted Living

and Social Services

Program or Policy: Parents/Guardians Access

MyHealth Alberta

On February 2, 2026 Changes to parent/guardian

access to MyHealth Records for youth under 18 went

into effect.
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Alberta Mental Health

and Addictions

Alberta Hospital and

Surgical Health Services

Premier's Office

In early February, the ACFP sent out a message to

members requesting feedback on the changes to

this policy and how it would affect members and their

patients. Later that month at a scheduled meeting

between ACFP staff and President and Minister

LaGrange, then Minister of Primary and Preventative

Health Services, ACFP asked for clarification on this

policy change and raised concerns about some of the

potential consequences of that change and the impact

on youth safety in some circumstances.

Following that meeting, the ACFP shared a follow

up message with members updating them on the

discussion and the latest understanding of this policy.

The ACFP then sent an email to Minister LaGrange

and her staff capturing what was discussed at the

meeting and requesting further clarification around

details of the policy. Minister LaGrange responded to

that email on April 21, providing clarification on some

of the questions that were raised in both the meeting

and the follow-up email.

Program or Policy: Congratulatory emails to new

and reassigned cabinet ministers

In early June, emails were sent to the newly appointed

Ministers of Primary and Preventative Health, Assisted

Living and Social Services, Hospital and Surgical

Services, and Mental Health and Addictions. These

emails congratulated the Ministers on their new

appointments, shared an overview of ACFP and what

the organization advocates for, and encouraged the

new Ministers to reach out to set up meetings with

ACFP. These emails also included an attachment that

shared how ACFP’s members can be found across all

the health pillars and how ACFP is relevant to each

Ministry, and how that makes ACFP an ideal partner

for strengthening understanding of how the Ministries

intersect.

An introductory meeting with new Minister of Primary

and Preventative Health Justin Wright and ACFP

President Dr. Melanie Hnatiuk and ACFP Executive

Director Georgina Altman was held on July 13, 2026.
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Program or Policy: Modernizing Alberta’s Primary

Health Care System (MAPS) – Supporting Team-

based Primary Care to promote primary health care

access for Albertans

The ACFP has continued to remain active in its

efforts to promote family medicine and advocate for

immediate actions required for primary health care

reform. In addition, the ACFP continued to advocate

for supports and actions congruent with items outlined

in its MAPS submission with a core focus on ensuring

every Albertan have access to a family physician

and primary health care team by implementing a

Patient’s Medical Home (PMH). Focus and attention

has been placed themes and items found in its MAPS

submission—educating and collaborating with partners

around team-based care; decreasing admin burden,

promoting for fund support for primary care teams.

The ACFP will continue to be a member of the

Coalition of Primary Health Care (CPHC) of Alberta,

where many other primary care member organizations

and entities sit, including Primary Care Alberta.

The focus of the CPHC is to promote and support

the advancement of team-based primary care, a

fundamental function of a Patient’s Medical Home and

necessary support for implementing MAPS.

The ACFP has continued to meet with ministerial

support staff of Alberta Health, and its ministries when

it can.

Program or Policy: Recognition of World Family

Doctor Day

In support of the global recognition and celebration of

family doctors the ACFP celebrated WFDD on May

19. A formal request to declare World Family Doctor

Day in Alberta was submitted as standard practice

to promote the general awareness of the value of

family physicians in Albertans’ lives and the impact

and contributions family physicians have on Alberta’s

health system.
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Minister LaGrange, then Minister of Primary and

Preventative Health, responded to confirm that the

Government of Alberta was declaring May 19, 2026

“World Family Doctor Day in Alberta.”

Communication Techniques

Select all communication techniques that have

been or are expected to be used in the lobbying (as

applicable).

Arranging one or more meetings, Written communication

whether in hard copy or electronic format, Meetings,

Grassroots communication, Informal communications,

Presentations, Social Media

Lobbying Activity - Next 6 Months

Description of Lobbying Activities

Subject Matter Who is Being Lobbied? Subject Matter Details

Health Alberta Legislative

Assembly

Premier's Office

Primary Care Alberta

Alberta Assisted Living

and Social Services

Alberta Primary and

Preventative Health

Services

Alberta Mental Health

and Addictions

Alberta Technology and

Innovation

Alberta Hospital and

Surgical Health Services

Program or Policy: Invitation to Family Medicine

Innovation Forum (FMIF)

Relevant MLAs, Ministers, and staff will be invited

to attend the second annual ACFP Family Medicine

Innovation Forum in Edmonton in October.

Program or Policy: MAPS/Team-based Care/

Reducing Administrative Burden

The ACFP will continue to be active on subsequent

committees and advisory groups designated by Alberta

Health or its ministries to assist and advise on the

decreasing administrative burden in health care

efforts.  Reducing the administrative burden for its

members in their clinical offices helps free up time

to ensure they can provide care to Albertans. The

opportunity cost of administrative burden is too high.

The ACFP will continue to help and/or advise on areas

of administrative burden in hopes to decrease and

eradicate it.

Another potential solution that can alleviate

administrative burden is to help support the funding

of multidisciplinary teams. The ACFP will continue to
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advocate for policy and infrastructure for advancing

a vision where every Albertan has access to a family

doctor and Patient’s Medical Home (PMH) where

funding, data, and evidence are available to support

the inclusion of multidisciplinary teams.

The ACFP will continue to advocate for the immediate

actions included in its MAPS submission required

to respond to the family medicine crisis, including

workforce capacity building, supporting its partners

in their efforts for advocating for advancing and

optimizing payment models, and emphasizing the need

and access for data and evidence to inform decision

making.

Providing funding at the point-of-care (i.e., a PMH)

allows an infrastructure for community-based health

care, serving the immediate needs of its citizens.

Supporting the infrastructure financially and with timely

information, data, and evidence provides opportunity

for more accountability, improvements/decisions at

the point of care which in turn helps Alberta’s Primary

Health Care system become a desirable place to work

and develop a rewarding career.

The ACFP will continue to take the opportunities to

meet with ministerial support staff and bureaucrats

within Alberta Primary and Health and other ministries

in support of its advocacy efforts.

Communication Techniques

Select all communication techniques that have

been or are expected to be used in the lobbying (as

applicable).

Written communication whether in hard copy or electronic

format, Arranging one or more meetings, Grassroots

communication, Meetings, Presentations, Informal

communications, Social Media

Additional Information (Optional)

Input any other relevant information that you wish to include in this public registration.
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Declaration

Declaration and Certification

I declare that (select only one)

• No lobbyist named in this registration holds a contract for providing paid advice to a department or prescribed
Provincial entity.

I further declare that (select one for each statement):

Every lobbyist named in this registration, and to my knowledge after reasonable inquiry, every person associated
with those lobbyists, are not in contravention of section 6 of the Lobbyists Act (contracting prohibitions)

• I Declare

Every lobbyist named in this registration, and to my knowledge after reasonable inquiry, every person associated
with those lobbyists, are not in contravention of section 6.2 of the Lobbyists Act (prohibited gifts)

• I Declare

I certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief the information contained in this return is true.

Designated filer (DF) name Melanie Hnatiuk


