
Alberta’s Family Physicians: 

The Foundation of Our Health Care System 
The Alberta College of Family Physicians (ACFP) represents more than 6,000 family physicians in Alberta. We are the provincial chapter of the College of 
Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC), the credentialing body responsible for the specialty of family medicine and steward of the Patient’s Medical Home. We 
advocate on behalf of our members to advance excellence of family practice; define and celebrate the role of family medicine as the foundation of our 
health care system; and work to ensure Albertans can access family physicians for high quality care.

The Breadth of Family Physicians in Alberta 
Our members are represented and work within all the pillars of health care in Alberta, making the ACFP uniquely positioned to serve as strategic partner that 
can help connect the entire system.

Family physicians are often the first, 
most trusted, and most consistent 
source of support and resources for 
those in need of mental health and 
substance use treatment. Family 
physicians play a critical role in 
early detection and can initiate and 
support intervention strategies.

Family physicians are essential in 
supporting acute care as hospitalists 
and as community physicians. They 
deliver pre- and post-operative care, 
help navigate the system and support 
patient transitions, and provide 
preventative medicine to help reduce 
ER visits.

Family physicians are frequently 
the first line of support for elderly 
patients, managing complex, 
overlapping medical issues; 
transitions to home care, supported 
living, or assisted living; as well as 
helping to navigate the bureaucratic 
side of that process. 

Family physicians provide continuity 
of care for Albertans throughout 
all life stages, including prevention, 
screening, and chronic disease 
management. A long-term trusted 
relationship with a family doctor has 
been shown to significantly improve 
overall health outcomes and reduce 
health care costs.

95% 
of primary health care 
providers are family physicians

49%
of hospital-based assessments 
are provided by family physicians

19% 
of ACFP members work in a 
long-term care or assisted living 
facility

47%
of all psychotherapy and 
counselling services are 
provided by family physicians
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